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MINTMASTER’S QUILL: An Editor’s Prerogative 


My Friends 


Looking into 2021, and retreating from ‘annus horribilius’ that was 2020, this year shall 
mark forty (40) years that I have edited and published this NCNA HEADS AND TALES. Little 
did I believe back in April 1981, when the First Issue was typed on my Underwood Upright 
Manual Typewriter, that it would be for four decades. 


The continuity of four decades has witness much: return of commemorative coinages, the 
disappearance of the high flier The Franklin Mint, coin clubs disbanding, the United States Mint 
now the world’s largest coin dealer, our compatriots the California State Numismatic 
Association (CSNA) unable to hold a coin show and convention in our northern California, ‘Jack 
Tar’ Shows long gone, and sadly the passing of many fine coin hobbyists, plus much more. 


The continuity of four decades is founded in the Mission Statement on the title page: 
‘To Promote and To Serve Northern California Numismatics’. | shall reserve judgment and 
comments to the readers if NCNA HEADS AND TALES has achieved that noble Mission. 


The continuity of four decades is also founded in something that I once preached: ‘coins 
do not collect people; people collect coins’. Numismatics, our “world of money hobby’, is and 
always has been a ‘people hobby’. True, the same can be said of our brothers and sisters in 
philately, or my other avocations are model railroading, naval covers, rare books, and whatever. 


The continuity of four decades is founded in ‘the people’, those who I have met, worked 
with, travelled along, shared a story, and added to my life and living. 


Sadly, many since the halcyon days of 1981 have passed on. Their presence is treasured 
in my soul and memories. They are still with me, today, tomorrow, and always. 


Now into my twilight years, and enduring this terrible Pandemic, my thoughts and 
feelings wonder. There is so much uncertainty these current days. Our ‘world of hobby’ is 
challenged by a force, the Pandemic, which destroys and rips the very fabric that is numismatics. 


For me, the response is simple: it is in the word ‘continuity’. 


Decades ago, I read an old dying Jesuit Priest strongly remarked to a couple, who he had 
married decades ago, when asked if anything might done for him, saying ‘Continue’. 


After four decades, that sums the purpose of NCNA HEADS AND TALES. 


‘Work Hard. Play Fair, and Give Back!’ 


GOLD MINER DIGGINGS: NCNA News and Happenings 


2020 Election Cycle 


Needless to say, the on-going, never seemingly to end, Pandemic, has wrought much in disruption and 
destruction, to be candid. Thus, our biannual election cycle was a victim. Therefore, assuming no 
objection, the current listed Executive Officers would continue for another two year term. 


This response has been emulated by other numismatic organizations, and while not the proper procedure, 
it is maybe the only practical recourse. 


Sidebar: This does not preclude our Individual Members from volunteering and assisting with their 
Association’s functions and potential----when normalcy returns----activities and events. 


2021 Dues 


President ‘Doctor’ Lloyd G. Chan has suggested that 2021 be a ‘Dues Free Year’. Again, this is a 
consequence of the Pandemic, making any activities and events, like our Joint Forum, not possible. 
Therefore, any Individual Member or Club Member that had dues through 2019 (2020 also being 
credited) shall enjoy a ‘Dues Free Year’ for 2021. 


Hopefully, by the Fall of this year, 2021, our Association shall be resuming its Joint Forum with the 
California State Numismatic Association (CSNA) and services as the Coin Show Schedule. 


2021 Forum 


A date is being considered, if only preliminary, for either September through November 2021. Four 
potential presenters remain committed, and the venue would return to the Vallejo (California) Naval and 
Historical Museum. Of course, the boomerang is the never seemingly ending Pandemic. 


For the 2020 Joint Forum, several ‘Patrons’ and ‘Benefactors’ generously supported. Their funds 
donated shall be retained and applied toward the hoped 2021 or future event. 


Needless to say, additional Patrons are welcomed, as follows: 


GOLD MINER $100.00 Name Listed In Program 
Letter Acknowledgment 
Certificate 
Name Posted At Seminar 
Engraved ‘Token of Esteem’ 


PROSPECTOR $50.00 Name Listed In Program 
Letter Acknowledgement 
Certificate 
Name Posted At Seminar 


Remittance mailed to: ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, California, 94590-0410’. Make remittance payable to the 
‘Northern California Numismatic Association’ or ‘NCNA’. Include your name and responding contact. 


Coin Show Schedule 


No Coin Show Schedule has been published, for obvious reason. But, this longtime service of and by our 
Association remains. 


Timely submission is imperative. Also, submissions must be direct to Fred G. van den Haak, Coin 
Show Schedule Coordinator, not Your Editor. He can be emailed at fredvdh@gmail.com. 


Depending on date request was received, at least fifty (50) copies would be provided, in gratis. 


‘IKE’s For A’s/JFK’s For B’s 


Our Association, with the Fairfield Coin Club and Vallejo Numismatic Society, has developed and seeks 
to implement regularly this “youth numismatic encouragement’. The success depends on NCNA Club 
Members promoting this to their respective youth members. 


The ‘IKE’s For A’s/JFK’s For B’s’ has two intentions: one, to reward academic excellence, and two, 
entice youth into our ‘world of money’ with the simple premise: ‘how many youngsters, or even adults, 
have seen and held an ‘Ike Dollar’ or Kennedy Half Dollar’. 


Local northern California coin clubs, who are NCNA Club Members, are invited to contact our 
Association and make arrangements to have this ‘IKE’s For A’s/JFK’s For B’s’ at their respected coin 
show or at a meeting. Promotion is the responsibility of the local coin club 


‘HOUSECLEANING’ 


Reviewing rosters of the past few years, the following local coin clubs were ‘dropped’ or terminated 
membership in our Association: 


Alameda Coin Club 

Fresno Numismatic Society 

Gateway Coin Club (Merced, California) 
Pacific Coast Numismatic Society 
Sacramento Valley Coin Club 

Stanislaus County Coin Club 


Any encouragement that these renew and remit dues for three (3) years back due, at $10.00 per year, 
would be welcomed. 


Individual Members, who paid had paid at least through 2019, are being ‘carried’ into 2021. Needless to 
say, 2022 will be different (or we hope!). 2020, due to the Pandemic, was also a ‘free year’. 


Our Individual Membership has remained steady these past few years, and the loss due to not renewing 
are few. Dues remain only $5.00. 


Special Note: Our dear and esteemed Canadian Member, Paul R. Johnson, paid his 2021 dues early, 
before the decision for a ‘Dues Free Year’ and others prepaid in 2020. THANKS 
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Joint Event 


As has been announced, this Forum is planned as a joint partnership with the California State Numismatic 
Association (CSNA), while the primary financial support was from the Northern California Numismatic 
Association (NCNA). Both Associations remain committed to potential future joint efforts. 


It should be noted that the Forum has also the enthused support of the Vallejo Naval and Historical 
Museum and its Executive Director James E. Kern. Hopefully, the May 2021 NCNA HEADS AND 
TALES might have a positive announcement. 


NCNA HEADS AND TALES 


The next issue of NCNA HEADS AND TALES, May 2021, will be the Fortieth (40") Anniversary, 
1981—2021. Not too bad for Your Editor who commenced back when he was in his early 30s, typing on 
an Underwood Upright Manual Typewriter, with correction fluid and tape! Now, it is Word and Spell 
Checker! How The World Has Changed! 


For other previous anniversaries, it was a custom to produce and to include wooden dollars or add 
something to the particular anniversary issue. Some ‘keepsake’ is possible. Being an ‘anniversary issue’ 
something is being considered for commemoration, extra, or remembrance. 


Anyway, comments and thoughts from NCNA HEADS AND TALES readers would be welcomed. Forty 
years is a longtime to be committed to deadlines, stuffing envelopes, and licking stamps! 


2020 Miller Medal 


Our Association’s most esteemed honor did have a recipient in 2020. The announcement, adhering to past 
practice, is being delayed until an appropriate event or venue can be held. Generally, the Joint Christmas 
Party of the Fairfield Coin Club and Vallejo Numismatic Society each December is the presentation site; 
however, that was certainly not possible in 2020. The feeling is patience until some normalcy returns 
would be proper and fitting for the award itself and its honoree. 


Speaking of the coveted ‘Miller Medal’, the deadline for written nominations for the 2021 year is June 30, 
2021. Those interested in the criteria may request same from Your Editor at ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, 
California, 94590-0410’ or via lchanfizx@aol.com. 


Donnell Award 


This Award, specific to local Club Members (a coin club must be a Northern California Numismatic 
Association (NCNA) member) is available. Requests, in writing, are directly to ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, 
California, 94590-0410, Attention ‘Doctor’ Lloyd G. Chan’ or \chanfizx@aol.com. 


Only written requests, with specifics, are honored. The request must include the full proper name of the 
individual and the date to be bestowed. Retroactive awards are not allowed. 


While presently there is no charge for ‘Donnell Awards’, these are limited to a two (2) maximum per 
calendar year per requesting Club Member, and a nominal donation of $15.00 per award would be 
appreciated, covering the engraving and preparation as well as any mailing and handling. 


‘Dan’ Shattuc: Green Beret, Naturalist, Waterfowl Supporter, and Avid Coin Hobbyist 


As is so common nowadays in our universal hobby which ages with each year, the email sadly 
reported that Daniel O. Shattuc, of Sunnyvale, California, had passed away. 


While ‘Dan’ had been enduring poor health and assisted care for recent years, he was once an 
active advocate for our hobby spanning forty-plus years, serving in positions in the Cupertino Coin Club, 
the Liberty Numismatic Society, the Peninsula Coin Club, the San Jose Coin Club, all of California, plus 
the California State Numismatic Association (CSNA). He was an intense booster of youth activities, and 
in 1985, he chaired National Coin Week for California, driving many miles and having long late 
evenings, visiting local coin clubs promoting the Week and our hobby. 


‘Dan’ was a diverse hobbyist, enjoying much. In a ‘Coin Celebrant’ interview and photograph 
published in the October 10, 2006 NUMISMATIC NEWS, smiling with his brother ‘Bill’, he held his 
new acquisition: an Indian Peace Medal. Being an Oregonian by birth, he had a passion for Oregon 1959 
Centennial tokens and ‘Good For’ plus for as well anything for Lewis and Clark. 


His lifelong enjoyment of our hobby could be traced to a 1949 visit by his family to San 
Francisco, California, from their home in Oregon. His Mother somehow arranged an inside tour for her 
then youthful son of the San Francisco Mint. Decades later, ‘Dan’ would lead young future hobbyists 
with tours of the now closed The Granite Lady. 


‘Dan’ was a Green Beret, an Eagle Scout, and loved the outdoors. This eulogist remembers his 
efforts with Scouts and young people to create habitats for wood ducks around the San Francisco Bay 
Area. He would talk proudly of their efforts. Speaking of military service, he was always proud of seeing 
and meeting John F. Kennedy in person, twice. 


For numismatics, he gave the same passion. Once during a now long-gone Northern California 
Numismatic Association (NCNA) then famous ‘Jar Tar Hotel’ Shows, his auction catalog was found by 
me, misplaced near the registration entry; it was filled with copious handwritten notes: marks for certain 
lots, estimates, calculations, intended bids, and descriptions underlined. His diversity and his knowledge 
were quite evident. 


‘Dan’s’ greatest service was to instill with the Cupertino Coin Club the importance and emphasis 
of ‘youth numismatics’. His sincere and sure comments in the 2006 ‘Coin Celebrant’ confirm his 
devotion for our hobby’s tomorrows. 


Our hobby is and has been blessed by many who create an enduring legacy and standard for 
service with service over self. ‘Dan’ exemplified that trait. He, as like so many countless others, paved the 


way for us today and those tomorrow. 


Closing, Jet me end with this quotation: “Immortality Is To Live Life Doing Good, and Leave 
Your Mark Behind.” ‘Dan’ achieved that. 


RIP, ‘Dan’. 


Michael S. Turron 
Vallejo, California 
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‘Passing of ‘Ed’ Fulwider, ‘Mr. S-Mint’ 


Edgar D. Fulwider, who passed away on December 12, 2020, like to remind everyone that he was 
AT Iwo Jima, not on it, serving as a seventeen year-old engine room fireman/water tender on a T2 
Tanker. This service allowed him to be included with the famous Marines who fought on that speck in the 
Pacific, during the terrible ending months of the Second World War. 


Ed had two grand passions. First, joining the United States Marines and remembering being true 
to its ‘Semper Fidelis’, and second, his career at the San Francisco Mint, where he rose to be the S-Mint’s 


Senior Die Setter. 


Ed never forgot his Marines. He also said that he was a ‘China Marine’, one the last to be 
assigned to mainland China before the Communist 1949 takeover. In over four decades, a Marine event in 
the greater San Francisco, California Bay Area that he did not attend, including saluting his fellow 
Marines as they answered their final orders. 


Ed, after owning an independent business, learned that the San Francisco Mint was reopening. He 
applied, and with his mechanical skills, rose to Senior Die Setter. One day, reporting on the Day Shift, he 
noticed the infamous missing Mint Mark on proof coins struck by the previous shift. His diligence earned 
him a cash bonus from the Mint. 


His highpoints at the S-Mint, which he loved dearly, was being asked, as the only dedicated coin 
hobbyist on the staff, to strike the first Proof ‘Ike’ S-Dollar in 1971. And, later, in the 1980s, he was 
instrumental with Open Houses and First Strike Ceremonies, even to the point of creating and having 
invitations mailed to fictitious coin clubs, as the USS ENTERPRISE Coin Club! 


Ed’s sincere passion was readily displayed on his license plate: ‘S-MINT”. 


Sometime ago, Ed passed to this eulogist his slides of the Mint’s operations, one of the few 
known times that photography was allowed within the Mint and that included the subterranean vaults. 


Ed was active, and served as an officer, with the California State Numismatic Association 
(CSNA), Pacific Coast (San Francisco, California) Numismatic Society, Liberty Numismatic Society, and 
now gone San Francisco Coin Club, to name a few. He held membership in most all local Bay Area local 
clubs. He chaired a few CSNA Conventions held in San Francisco, California. Over the years, he gave 
talks, and always enjoyed sharing ‘the world of money’ hobby with his numismatic sojourners. With his 
wife Lorelie, they were regulars at various numismatic dinners and banquets. 


Ed was part of the soon gone ‘Greatest Generation’. He rose to the challenge of the Second World 
War, raised a family, built a career, and served and promoted our hobby, plus his beloved Marines. 


To this eulogist, Ed was always kind, with a warm smile, and encouraging. He never found faults; 
rather, he sought to entice others, with whatever they had or collected, to thrive with our hobby. 


Having written several eulogies during this ‘annus horribilus’, it is difficult to close and to offer 


some lesson. So, from the ancient Roman Seneca, “Not How Long, But How Well You Have Lived Is 
The Main Thing’. Ed achieved that. ‘Semper Fi’. 


Michael S. Turrini 


